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It seems that sometimes be-

ing a Christian, trying to live 

the life of a disciple and 

working at being a good 

member of our faith, and the 

wider, community can be a 

lot of cheerless hard work. I 

know that of late in my writ-

ings and sermons to you I 

have begun to feel a little like 

an old school madam wagging her finger saying, “Try 

better!!” 

But our faith and our Christ like lives are not all sol-

emn drudgery. The fact that we are called to live a 

counter cultural life may seem arduous, but actually 

offers us a life of joy, happiness and hope that so 

many, many others are searching for every day. 

Right from the beginning of the Gospels we are as-

sured of the joy to be found in life with, in and 

through Jesus the Christ, "And the angel said to 

them, "Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of 

great joy that will be for all the people." (Luke 2:10). 

He came that we may have life and have it in abun-

dance. 

It is at this time of year that we can pause to revel in 

the joy and hope that Jesus brought us when we stop 

and celebrate his birth at Christmas. That God chose 

to come to earth in the form of a frail little baby who 

would grow up to be an astonishing man who would 

give his life for ours is nothing short of miraculous 

and wondrous.  

 

 

Historians are pretty sure that Jesus was not born in 

the year 0, but more likely around 4-6 BC. They also 

tell us that it’s likely the celebration of Christmas is 

not on Jesus’ actual birthday for various reasons. All 

that aside, it is still a long held special time for us to 

come together as family and community to wonder 

at the pure and powerful love of God as Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit. 

This life we choose and we pursue as Christians may 

not always be what the society around tells us will 

bring us happiness and contentment. It is so easy to 

get sucked in to the messages of advertising and the 

media. It can sometimes take some quiet reflective 

time and inner examination to realise that actually 

material things don’t make us any happier and at the 

end of the day it is love and what comes from love 

that brings us the greatest joy. 

This was Jesus’ message when he said, "These things 
I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and 
that your joy may be full." (John 15:11). Our happi-
ness can come from knowing we are loved and that 
we can share that love in response. Because in the 
end scripture assures us that God wants our life as 
disciples of Christ to be filled with delight and hap-
piness, indeed "May the God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of 
the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope" (Romans 
15:13). What greater way to live and be fulfilled than 
that?  

Rev Meg Harvey  

Vicar 
Rev Dr Meg Harvey 
Telephone:  0274065392 
Email:  revmegharvey@gmail.com  
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As the holiday season approaches we pray for  
safe travel and careful driving; for people to be 
“sunsmart” and their children protected from the 
harmful sun’s rays; and safety for all in and on the 
water. May we all enjoy your amazing creation 
during our summer break. 

 

Again we pray that the angel’s song for “peace on 
earth and goodwill to all people” will be what we 
strive for  as we become busy with in all the ac-
tivities of the season.. Strengthen our Vicar Meg 
and bless her so that she in turn will be a blessing 
to those that she serves in our parish. 

 

We pray these prayers in the name of your son 
Jesus, our Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace  

(Isaiah 9:6). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We thank you, our loving Heavenly Father, for send-
ing your son Jesus in the flesh to live among us  and 
show us what you are like- “full of grace and truth”.  

 

As we celebrate this Christmas, help us to be com-
passionate, caring and generous to those who don’t 
have enough for a special Christmas dinner or for 
gifts for their children. We pray for those who work 
hard  to try and meet some of these needs, especially 
the staff and kind volunteers at the City Mission. 
May the community Christmas dinner open people’s 
eyes to your love for them. 

 

 

Thank you for many answers to our prayers. You give 
to us more abundantly than we can ask or think.  

 

We thank you God for the many new babies in our 
community and pray for their health and well-being 
and safe deliveries for the Mums to be. May they be 
strengthened and enabled for the demanding task of 
parenthood. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We pray that you might strengthen the financial po-
sition of the parish; that your church here will grow 
and prosper for your glory. 



 

 

 



 

 
  St Andrew’s, Little River @ 5pm   

All are invited to come and join us 1st & 3rd Sundays each month for worship and fellowship. 

What’s On in Little River 

CARE, SHARE AND PRAYER GROUP 
 

Meets every Tuesday at 10am.  
Locations vary, for details please 
call Ann Watson 741 2210  

LITTLE RIVER YOUTH GROUP  
 

Meets in the St Andrews Little River 

Church Lounge on Wed  evenings  

during term time.  

LITTLE RIVER HOME GROUP 

Meets every Wed evening.  Please call Mark & 
Rose Fitzgerald for details   

Ph: 325 1176  

Revival Clothing is open to the public every 

Tuesday at 10:30am. We are ONLY taking clothing 
due to size/space limitations. 

Further information please ring 

Fiona 3290171    

What’s On in Diamond Harbour  

 

 

 

 

 

As many of you are well aware I am due to give 

birth towards the end of January. To try and pre-

pare as best as possible I am asking that any contri-

butions for the FEB—MARCH newsletter be sub-

mitted to my email mt.herbertparish@xtra.co.nz 

before January 10th  

Thanks Anna  

 

Deck The Halls  

What better way to celebrate the festive sea-
son than to sit back and enjoy an evening of 
exquisite music – Deck the Halls - a celebration 
of the festive season will showcase the extraor-
dinary talents of one of the finest violinists in 
the country, Fiona Pears, and the highly ac-
claimed Cathedral Choristers. 
 
 
Saturday 15 December, 7pm. 
Transitional Cathedral. 
Tickets available from Eventfinda 

Volunteers Required Urgently 

We are calling for volunteers to assist with Sunday 
morning set up & operation of the powerpoint on the 
laptop. It would be helpful if you could nominate a par-
ticular Sunday you are able to assist.  

Volunteers Required 

We are looking for volunteers to help with the crèche 
please contact Meg  
We are looking for volunteers to do some gardening 
around the church grounds and outside the vicarage. 
Contact John  



What’s On in Diamond Harbour? 

BABY & TODDLERS GROUP 
 

11th December 

 
Fortnightly on a TUESDAY, a coffee and  
support group for parents and caregivers of babies 
and infants 0-36 months  
is held at the Diamond Harbour  
Church Hall.  For more details, call  
Wendy Coles on329 4483. 

 CITY SHOPPING VAN 
 

12th & 26th December 
9th & 23rd January  

The van does pick-ups from Diamond Harbour  
fortnightly on Wednesdays around 9:00am and 
drops people back home about 1:30pm.  
Bookings are essential as the van seats 8 people.  
A $10 donation towards fuel per trip is invited.  
To book a seat, please call 
Nicky ph:329 4341 or   
Wendy ph: 329 4483.  

MONDAY NIGHT STUDY GROUP 

AT CHARTERIS BAY 

Meets Monday fortnightly in a warm and friendly  
home.   
 
Please call Margaret Somerville 
for details on ph:329 4713. 
 

S e r v i c e  R e a d i n g s  f o r  D e c e m b e r — J a n u a r y   

We want to know what’s going on—  

Please contact the Parish Office on ph:329 4790 or mt.herbertparish@xtra.co.nz with any news  
CUT OFF FOR THE FEB –MAR ISSUE IS 10TH JANUARY 

PRAYER CHAIN 

The Prayer Chain is available  to pray for you  

personally or for any other prayer needs you may have.   

The Prayer Chain is totally confidential 
 

Phone Helen Wells 329 4394  

 

                   RAINBOW 

                   MUSIC  
 

4th & 18th December 
 

               This fun time is held fortnightly on  
TUESDAYS during term time alternating with the 

Baby & Toddlers Group, at  
St. Andrews Community Church Hall.  Come along 
at 10am to join in with the music and fun and then 

for cuppa at 10:45am. All are welcome 
Contact Anna for details. Ph.3294790 or   

mt.herbertparish@xtra.co.nz 

All preschoolers welcome (Bring a parent tho’) 

PRAYER FOR THE PARISH 
 

Mon—Fri 8:15am in the Library at  
St Andrew’s, Diamond Harbour.  
This is to specifically pray for God’s  
presence in all our lives and His spirit to move in 
our Parish.     All are welcome.  
If you are unable to join us,  please pray 
wherever you are.  

Dec 2nd Dec 9th Dec  16th Dec 23rd Dec   24th Dec  25th 

1 Thess 3: 9-13 

Luke 21: 25-36 

Phil 1: 3 –11 

Luke 3: 1-6 

Phil 4: 4-7 

Luke 3: 7-18 

Prayers and  

Carols on the 

beach in Purau 

Heb 1: 1-4 

Luke 2: 1-14 

Heb 1: 1-4 

Luke 2: 1-14 

Dec  30th January 6th January 13th January 20th January 27th  

Col 3: 12-17 

Luke 2:41-52 

Eph 3: 1-12 

Matt 2: 1-12 

Acts 8: 14-17 

Luke 3:15-17, 21

-22 

1 Cor 12: 1—11 

John 2:1-11 

1 Cor 12:12-31a 

Luke 4: 14-21 

 



STANDARD SERVICE TIMES 
  
 

 DIAMOND HARBOUR 
 St. Andrews, 85 Marine Drive, Diamond Harbour  
 Sunday weekly at 10:30am  
            The first Sunday of the month is in the form of either Methodist or Presbyterian to fulfill the 1996 Covenant 
            The second & fourth are Anglican led services of the Eucharist in the style of prayerbook or Celtic Christianity 
            The third Sundays are congregation led and a shared lunch follows  
 Wednesday Quiet/Reflective Communion Service weekly at 9.00 a.m. 
 

 GEBBIES VALLEY 
 Church of the Epiphany, Gebbies Pass Rd, Gebbies Valley 
 1st Sunday of the month at 9am 
  

 

 GOVERNORS BAY 
 St. Cuthbert's, 8 Governors Bay Teddington Rd, Governors Bay 
 Sunday weekly at 9am 
            The first Sunday of the month is in the form of either Methodist or Presbyterian to fulfill the 1996 Covenant 
  
  

 KAITUNA VALLEY 
 St. Kentigerns, Kaituna Valley Rd, Kaituna 
 Please contact the office for information. Baptisms, weddings & funerals by arrangement.  

 

 LITTLE RIVER 
 St. Andrews, Church Road, Little River 
 We gather as a community of churches 
 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month at 5pm.  
  

 PORT LEVY 
 St. Pauls, Port Levy Road, Port Levy 
 Easter & Christmas, and for baptisms, weddings & funerals by arrangement.  
 

 TEDDINGTON 
 St. Peters, Gebbie Pass Road, Teddington 
 Third Sunday of the month at 9am.  
  

MOUNT HERBERT PARISH CONTACTS 

PARISH OFFICE:   ph: 329 4790  email: mt.herbertparish@xtra.co.nz.  

Vicar :      Rev Dr Meg Harvey 0274065392 

WARDENS:    Marion Lienert ph: 329 4066 

     Vivienne Jackson: ph: 329 9903 

PASTORAL CARE:   Rev Dr Meg Harvey 

     Gebbies Valley: Karen Reid ph: 329 7923     

     Governors Bay Karen Stenhouse ph: 329 9055 

     Little River: Fiona Waghorn ph: 329 0171              

CHURCH CONTACTS: Diamond Harbour: Marion Lienert  

      Gebbies Valley: Karen Reid 

     Governors Bay: Gail Weaver, Vivienne Jackson.     

     Little River: Fiona Waghorn,  

     Teddington: Janet Gebbie       

PARISH TREASURERS:  Margaret Somerville, Russell Lienert 

 

St. Andrews Church, Diamond Harbour will be open for people to 

use for quiet prayer and reflection on Monday, Wednesday and   

Fridays from 9am—4:30pm. 
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